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    Hadih. Shana le soozi’. 
Saik’uz whut’en ‘ust’oh. 
Njan whust’i Nak’azdli 
bukeyoh.  CNC buba 
‘ust’en. Learning Hub 
ts’e ‘usten.  
    Ndi bulh whunizyai ’on 
’ad ilho Yinka Dene 
Dustl’us! Ndi khuni mba 
nzoo de, ts’untonya. 
Snachailya. Snachadindli.  

Shana Labatch  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nuya vs. Nulget 

Both nuya and nulget mean “he/she/it is walking”. What's the difference? It's 
easy to get the impression that nuya is for people while nulget is for animals 
because people are usually described as nuya-ing and animals are usually de-
scribed as nulget-ing, but that doesn't work.  A crawling baby is described as 
nulget-ing (tsalhts'ul nulget) , as is an adult walking on all fours. On the 
other hand, if a bear gets up on his hind legs and walks, we say sus nuya. 
What nuya actually means is “he is walking on one pair of limbs”, whereas 
nulget means “he is walking on all limbs”.  nulget doesn't mean “he is walking 
on four limbs” because it can be used for animals with more than four legs, 
such as insects with six legs (e.g. 'adih nulget “an ant is walking around”). Ei-
ther word can be used for birds since they only have have one pair of legs 
[limbs].   

 

Thanks to Dr. Bill Poser for 
this contribution:) 

Ndai khuni ‘unt’oh? 

(HIDHA =HADIH) 

TE’___ 

ZUTS____ 

HADILU______ 

Hint: There is lots of wood. 



Bit Ooza’ 

DEER—You are extraordinarily  

attuned to your environment -  

having a 'sixth sense' about how 

things should be, and instantaneously 

knowing when something is 'out of 

place.' Fortunately, you are incredibly 

deft at putting things back into order. Where your 

clansman fumble to make sense of confusion - you  

nobly step into a chaotic scene, soothe anxieties and set 

things in order with aplomb. You also have a regal pres-

ence about you which intimidates some of your tribal 

members (in spite of your calming tendencies). They 

don't know how to approach one such as you, with your 

classic gracefulness, refinement and high standards. 

The disparagement between classes often leaves you 

fleeing from mainstream society. Your lesson is to learn 

how to meet your clansmen on their level without 

stooping below your own. 

. 

(from tokenrock.com) 

NOTE: So that language speakers use their language, and 

learners interact with speakers, this pilot publication be-

gan almost entirely in Dakelh.  As readers make sugges-

tions, it will change until we have the right fit for our com-

munity. Submissions in any dialect are welcome. Gener-

ally it will be in Stuart Lake dialect unless in italics and 

otherwise noted.  We are learning Dakelh! Dakelh 

buts’oduleh! Dakelh hots’uduleh!  (Saik’uz neghunek). Send 

me your email if you would like the Yinka Dene Dust’lus 

sent to you or your workplace directly.  

labatchs@cnc.bc.ca. Contact me for a template to do a 

publication for your own community.  

Feel free to copy and distribute!  

Answer to last 

months word 

SCRAMBLE: 

Ndai khuni ‘unt’oh? 

(HIDHA =HADIH) 

‘UBA___ 

DUJE____ 

’UNULGIH________ 

Hint: Father is drying huckleberries 

 

Across 

3. it is raining 

6. sun 

7. how is it 

(area) 

8. hailstones 

9. sunrise 

10. it is sunny 

11. sunset 

 

Down 

1. outside 

2. it is hailing 

4. today 

5. not sunny 

 

Remember to include spaces and glottals! 

You can look in a Nak’azdli dictionary or 

online:  http://www.firstvoices.com/en/

Nakazdli-Dakelh/word-query-form. Use 

the word “search” on the left and type in 

English then press enter. Go to search 

again for the next word.  Have fun! 


